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BBC CYMRU WALES ARCHIVE 
 
British Broadcasting Company was established in 1922 
 
BBC’s first broadcast from Wales – 13th Feb 1923 
 
No recordings from early years – all broadcast live 
 
Scripts and programme schedules/running orders 
have survived 
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BBC CYMRU WALES’ ARCHIVE 

 
 

 
WW2 – reporting the conflict on radio 
BBC’s Light Entertainment moved from London to 
Bangor 
Early content includes: 
- Radio plays 
- Education and schools programmes 
- News and sport 
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1950’s, 1960’s, 1970’s 
 

 
 

Output expanded to include all genres to provide a wide 
range of information, education and entertainment 
 
Broadcast in English and Welsh on radio and TV 
 
Radio Wales and Radio Cymru – launched in 1978 
 
Collection now forms a valuable record of people’s lives, 
culture, traditions and interests of the people of Wales 
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BROADCAST LANDSCAPE IN WALES 
1980’S, 1990, 2000 

 

BBC Wales – funded through the licence fee 

 

ITV Wales – commercially funded  

 

S4C – Welsh language channel launched in 1982 
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HOW ARCHIVE IS USED 
 BBC productions – internal use for public service 

programmes 

 

BBC Studios and Independent Companies– external use 
for public service broadcast 

 

Commercial exploitation – licensed to production 
companies for other broadcasters/corporate use 

 

BBC Wales/S4C archive agreement 
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THE PRESENT 
 BBC Wales is relocating to a new building in 2019 

 
Co-locating with S4C  
 
Providing playout, technology and archive services 
 
New building has smaller footprint 
 
Significant investment to digitise BBC Wales archive holdings 
 
S4C digitising their collections separately 
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BBC WALES CENTRAL SQUARE 

 

 



ARCHIVE PREPARATIONS FOR THE MOVE 

 

 

90 years’ worth of content doesn’t move 
itself…! 

 

 

12 



AV & AUDIO DIGITIZATION 

  
64,500 AV tapes digitised (Beta SP, Beta SX, Digibeta 
and HD formats) 
97,000 audio assets (1/4”, DATs, minidiscs, CDs) 
Digital files ingested into BBC Digital Archive/Radio 
Digital Archive 
Digitization for access, not for preservation 
Minimum/existing metadata for digitization/ingest 
Format conversion only – no metadata enhancement 
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FILM DIGITIZATION 

13,000 film cans 

Approximately 75% transferred to tape 

Plan A - relocation 

Plan B – digitization 

 

1300 hours/75 hours per month 

Early news and sport – complete by October 2019 
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THERE’S STILL MUCH TO DO… 

Appraisal/selection/digitization  
Production Files  - 1548 boxes 
Corporate Archive – 107 boxes 
Stills collection – mix of copyright 
AV rushes 
 
Decommissioning/donation/disposal of assets 
in line with policy 
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BBC Archives 





STUDER 
[IMAGE] 





Capstan 
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# ASSETS 
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# ASSETS 
# HOURS 
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# ASSETS 
# HOURS 
# TONNES 
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SOX : FFT 
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SOX : FFT 
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“Without data 
you’re just another 

person with an 
opinion” 

 

 W. Edwards Deming 
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FACTORY - LEAN 

Prepare Diagnose Design Plan Implement Sustain 

Think and 
feel 

Manage 
and 

Measure 

Processes 
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PHYSICAL SCANNING 
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4: PHYSICAL SCANNING 
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4: PHYSICAL SCANNING 
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BARCODES 
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4: BARCODES 
 





Title 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 

elit. Praesent posuere mauris nec purus cursus 

aliquet. Praesent ligula nibh, suscipit quis sapien eget, 

pellentesque ullamcorper odio. Mauris velit turpis, 

tempor vel augue vel, dictum consequat elit. Sed 

consectetur odio diam, luctus suscipit purus egestas 

eget. Duis at lacus at neque tincidunt iaculis. 

Suspendisse est lorem, finibus et pharetra ac, tempus 

eget nunc. Sed fermentum neque arcu, at dictum 

augue lacinia scelerisque. Donec consequat feugiat 

nunc, quis euismod leo commodo et. Duis et urna 

bibendum, vestibulum diam vitae, dictum sem. Donec 

id risus vitae elit aliquam scelerisque. 

 Sed eget turpis a pede tempor malesuada. 

Vivamus quis mi at leo pulvinar hendrerit. 

 Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis 

parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. 

 Pellentesque aliquet lacus vitae pede. Nullam 

mollis dolor ac nisi.  
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LOTS 
OF 
COPIES 
KEEP  
STUFF  
SAFE 
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Assume an imperfect carrier 

• If it moves, Checksum it 

• If it doesn’t move, Checksum it 

DIGITAL STORAGE 
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FILENAMES 

BKD029986.wav 
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FILENAMES 

BKD029986_79054025255fb1a26e4bc422aef54eb4.wav BKD029986  

 



“We have established that low level data 

corruptions exist and that they have several 

origins 

 

The error rates are at the 10-7 level, but 

with complicated patterns” 

 

“Data Integrity” Bernd Panzer-Steindel, 

CERN/IT 

 

 

 

 





BBC Domesday 



file://localhost%5C%5Cupload.wikimedia.org%5Cwikipedia%5Ccommons%5Cb%5Cb7%5CVCF_2010_Domesday_tray_open.jpg
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LONG TERM 
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LONG TERM 













VIDEO 
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BBC Archives 

steve.daly@bbc.co.uk 
© BBC 



THE FUTURE 
Brave new world = change is the only constant 

Technology & Automation vs Skills & knowledge 

Self serve 

Role of archivist? 
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SO WHAT NEXT? 

Digital preservation challenge 
 
Retention of physical assets 
 
Digitization is the first step 
 
Opening up the archive is our goal 
 
We want to share our collections with the people of Wales and 
beyond 

61 


